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Encyclopedia Committee’s Preface

Military History constitutes the cornerstone of the Kingdom’s history, and an
integral part of it; as it complements the political, economic and social history
of the State. Further, the long and distinguished military history of Jordan has
accompanied the State's rise, victories, and successes since its early days, and
has conveyed vivid national examples, reflecting the heroism and sacrifices
made by the first generation with pride, dignity and loftiness.

As a national heritage, the Encyclopedia of Military History details the Jordanian
Armed Forces-Arab Army history, with respect to the various phases and stages
of its development and modernization that accompanied the establishment of
the Jordanian State, whose first centennial is being celebrated.

In this respect, the Directorate of Moral Guidance extends its most sincere
thanks, gratitude and praise to his Excellency the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, Major General Yousef Al-Huniti, for his unwavering and continued support.
We would also like to sincerely thank the Commanders of military formations
and units, and the Directors of the General Command of the Jordanian Armed
Forces, and all those who contributed to this effort.

“We beseech Allah Almighty to protect Jordan and His Majesty the Supreme Commander of
Jordan Armed Forces, King Abdullah Il Ibn Al-Hussein”
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Major General Yousef Al-Huniti
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

Inthe name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Compassionate

Jordan Armed Forces-Arab Army is the nation's largest institution, with a nucleus
that dates back to the forces that accompanied King Abdullah | -The Founder of the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan- and took partin the battles of the Great Arab Revolt, and
has expanded and evolved in parallel with the Jordanian State. Jordan Armed Forces
has been, and continue to be, the guardian and defender of our Arab homeland, an
emblem of security, stability, and progress, to which the whole world bears witness, and
to which every free man would desire service.

Furthermore, Jordan ArmedForces-Arab Army strives for growth and advancement in all areas, and convertsHis Majesty,
the Supreme Commander's vision and directives into effective and efficient action plans. Itis the insfitution best suited for
harmonizing, adapting, and changing in the face of all circumstances and trends, while also facing all challenges, and
staying on top of events and tuming challenges into opportunities for the Kingdom’s security and stability. Additionally,
it represents the Jordanian National Character that strives, alongside His Majesty the Supreme Commander, to achieve
a collection of values including justice, tolerance, and respect, which are derived from a full recognition of the tolerant
Islamic values, and the rejection of all forms of violence, extremism, and terrorism that contradict the tolerant teachings of
Islam.

Jordan Armed Forces-Arab Army has proudly promoted Jordan’s name high in all international forums, and, indeed,
has assumed an unparalleled prestige and reputation. Since Bani Hashim intended for the Jordan Armed Forces to be
for all Arabs from the outset, the emblem, on the heads of its officers and soldiers, have the word "The Arab Army". An
emblem that conveys the values of patience, determination, and lofty principles of life that the Hashemite have instilled
in us since Sharif Hussein fired his first bullet in Mecca. Therefore, Jordan Armed Forces’ martyrs are found in Golan
Heights, Jerusalem, Bab al-Wad, Latrun, Sheikh Jarrah and other places that still bear withess to those great sacrifices
and accomplishments. With all of its flags, battalions, and companies, this Army has been, and will continue to be, the
closest to the hearts of its Supreme Commanders, since the reign of His Majesty King Abdullah | Ibn al-Hussein to the
reign of His Majesty King Abdullah Il Ibn al-Hussein. Jordan Armed Forces-Arab Army will always represent the voice
and word of truth, and serves as the nation’s sword and shield, and will always be the guardian of the truth, justice and the
constitution.

Today, while Jordan Armed Forces-Arab Army are preparing to enter the second centenary of the Jordanian State life, it
reiterates its commitmentbefore His Majesty the King, the Supreme Commander, to safeguard the homeland and defend
its assets with determination and competence. Further, Jordan Armed Forces-Arab Army reiterates its commitment to
repel threats from our homeland, while equipped with confidence and hope, and will always take the directives of His
Majesty the King, the Supreme commander, as an approach and beacon at all times. By Allahs will, Jordan Armed
Forces-Arab Army will continue to meet all the expectations of His Majesty the King, the Supreme Commander, placing
the security of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan above all considerations, and will always be proud of the historical
legacy and the great sacrifices made by its brave officers, non-commissioned officers and privates. We beseech Allah
Almighty to protect Jordan and His Majesty the Supreme Commander of Jordan Armed Forces.
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Chapter One
Arab Army in the Great Arab Revolt in 1916 until
the Battle of Maysaloon in 1920

Sharif Hussein bin Ali

Great Arab Revolt, the Message of a Nation Renaissance towards

Independence and Sovereignty

At the outbreak of the Great Arab Revolt on June 10, 1916, the Arabs in Asia, specifically,
were ruled by non—-Arabs; for there was no independent Arab State, nor did the Arabs have
a form of government or sovereignty over their lands. Therefore, the Great Arab Revolt de-
served to be named after the “Arab”; as it was launched with Arab thought and planning, and
it deserved to be named the “Great”, as it was launched on behalf of every Arab being, and
was based on the ideals of freedom, sovereignty, dignity and the provision of a better life for
all Arabs. For its part, Jordan Arab Army inherited the legacy of the Great Arab Revolt, and
its’ message became the title of every military unit —The Great Arab Revolt is a message that
we are its protectors and advocates. Further, the Revolt spurred the soldiers to realize the
meaning of military duty honor, and it became the title of our Jordanian State; as a Hashem-
ite’s approach and vision.

On this score, His Majesty King Abdullah Il's speech, addressed on May 25, 2006, at the

60th anniversary of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan independence, sets an example for us,
when his Majesty said:” Every one of us knows, and is proud of, the fact that this homeland

O,
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was established on the principles borne in the message of the Great Arab Revolt, led by Sharif
Al Hussein Bin Ali, to liberate and unify the nation. Hence, Jordan will remain, by the Grace of
Allah, the Arab Muslim State that belongs to the Arab and Islamic nation, keen to shoulder its
religious and national duty towards all Arab and Islamic causes. Under no circumstances will
we permit Jordan's relationship with any state to be at the expense of our relations with our
Arab or Islamic nation. The homeland's affiliation with the Arab revolt and the affiliation of its
leadership with the honorable House of the Prophet, Blessings of God and Peace Be Upon
Him, obligate us to be first in defending Islam, Arabs and Muslims”.

Analytical Reading in the Historical Correspondence between Sharif Hussein Bin Ali and

Sir Henry McMahon, British Commissioner — His Majesty's High Commissioner at Cairo(")

Historically, the Arab—British relationship was not a coincidence; rather, it was the result of
British planning and desire, when England’s strategic need for alliance and cooperation with
the Arabs emerged during World War I. The British decided to build this alliance for several
reasons, most notably: (1) the strategic military location of the Arab lands, (2) for a religious
factor, and due to the fact that Sharifate was in Mecca, (3) the presence of a large Turkish
military buildup, (4) and the need to limit the German influence in the Levant, Arabian Penin—
sula and Iraq.

The first Arab—British relations came about following direct contact, where the Khedive of
Egypt arranged for Prince Abdullah ibn al-Hussein to meet with Lord Kitchener in Cairo. On
this score, King Abdullah |, the Founder, highlighted the beginning of this relationship in his
Journals, which were collected in his book, “Al Athar Al Kamelah”; as His Highness, at that
time, documented the details of the relationship as described in pages (111-113). Moreover,
Prince Abdullah highlighted other correspondences, such as the one we referred to with Lord
Kitchener, in his Journals (Abdullah bin Al Hussein, 2008). Additionally, Prince Abdullah had
correspondences with Mr. Storrs , and we refer here to the beginning of the formal correspon-
dence, dated back to July 14, 1915. Mr. Storrs(**) then received a letter from Prince Abdullah
Ibn Al-Hussein on that same day, in which he expressed the common interests and a strong
desire to cooperate, and requested the immediate dispatch of supplies and ammunition.

First Letter: From Sharif Hussein bin Ali to Sir McMahon (Mecca— 2nd, Ramadan 1333
AH, 14TH July, 1915).

The letter began by stating that the Arab nation have decided to accomplish their freedom, and
grasp the reins of their administration both in theory and practice, and it stated the objectives

(*)The first to publish these correspondences was George Antonius in his book “Arab awakening, history of the Arab National Movement”, issued in 1936, by Dar Al-lim for
Millions, Beirut, 4th edition, 1980.

(**)Sir Ronald Henry Amherst Storrs (1881-1955), an English official who served in the Middle East in Egypt, Irag, Palestine and Cyprus in the Secretaries of State for
Foreign Affairs and the Secretaries of State for the Colonies, and served in the British Army (during World War I). He was the Governor of Cyprus during the period of
Sharif Hussein bin Ali’s exile, and had He met with Sharif Hussein bin Ali more than once in Jeddah, to discuss the British Hejaz Treaty, which Sharif Hussein then rejected.

©
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sought by the Arabs through partnering with Britain (regardless of any other treaty that does not
pertain to this goal). The six—point letter was centered on the provisions of the Damascus Charter,
which defines the Arab state, and its third and fourth Articles dealt with economic relations. The
letter indicated that the treaty shall remain in vigor for fifteen years, and shall include the following
terms: (1) England shall acknowledge the independence of the Arab countries, bounded on the
north by Mersina and Adana up to the 37th degree of latitude, on the east by the borders of Persia
up to the Gulf of Basra; on the south by the Indian Ocean, with the exception of the position of Aden
to remain as it is; on the west by the Red Sea, the Mediterranean Sea up to Mersina, (2) England
to approve the proclamation of an Arab Caliphate of Islam, (3) The Arab Government of the Sharif
will acknowledge that England shall have the preference in all economic enterprises in the Arab
countries, (4) both contracting parties shall offer high mutual assistance, to face any foreign Power
which may attack either party, (5) Peace shall not to be decided without agreement of both parties,
(6) both parties shall consult if one enters into an armed conflict with a third party, (7) England shall
acknowledge the abolition of foreign privileges in the Arab countries. The memorandum demanded
a response to such intimation within thirty days, and Sir Henry McMahon(*) responded in the same
month in an ambiguous manner; where he reiterated the promise of Arab independence and the
Arab Caliphate, but responded that it was premature to talk about the border.

Second Letter: From Sir McMahon to Sharif Hussein bin Ali (Cairo — Shawwal 19, 1333 AH,
August 30, 1915).

Sir McMahon, in this letter, which is a response to Sharif Hussein's previous letter, reiterated what
had been achieved and what Lord Kitchener (**) had reported. Moreover, Sir McMahon reiter—
ated Great Britain’s assertion of the independence of the Arabs, and expressed the support of
His Majesty, the King of Great Britain, for the resumption of the Caliphate by an Arab of true race.
McMahon also addressed the question on the borders of the Arab state, which Sharif Hussein Bin
Ali emphasized in his first letter; as he stated that “it is premature to take a decision on the matter”.
As a means of chastising Arabs and putting impediments in their path, McMahon pointed out that
some Arabs, instead of helping Great Britain, they extended their hands to the Germans; and he
was referring to Arab lands sending grains and alms to the Hijaz.

Third letter: From Sharif Hussein bin Ali to Sir McMahon (Mecca 29 Shawwal, 1333 AH,
September 9, 1915).

Sharif Hussein bin Ali was clear in his response to England regarding the border issue, as he ac-
cused England of having tone of coldness and hesitation, and stated that “As the limits and bound-
aries demanded are not those of one person whom we should satisfy and with whom we should

(*)Lieutenant Colonel Sir Vincent Arthur Henry McMahon, who served as His Majesty’s High Commissioner in Egypt from January 2, 1915 until December 1, 1917. He
was known for his correspondence with Sharif Hussein bin All, in which he promised the Arabs of independence. Further, Sharif Hussein bestowed on him the Order of
Renaissance of First Class.

(**)From September 1911 until 1914, Lord Herbert Kitchener served as Consul in Egypt. During that period, he contacted Prince Abdullah during a visit to the Khedive of
Egypt, at the latter request, and put up the notion of Britain supporting the Arabs in their fight for independence.

This marked the start of Arab—British cooperation.
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discuss them after the war is over, but our peoples have seen that the life of their new proposal is
bound at least by these limits and their word is united on this”. Furthermore, Sharif Al-Hussein(*)
cleverly addressed the issue of delivering grain and aids by saying,” the grain is from the special
Wagfs, and has nothing to do with politics”. In response to what was reported by McMahon that
some Arabs are with the Germans and the Turks , Sharif Hussein bin Ali said:” nay, they are the
essential essence of our life, material and moral”. He also referred to an important issue by say-
ing:” all are waiting the result of these negotiations, which are dependent only on your refusal or
acceptance of the question of the limits and on your declaration of safeguarding their religion first
and then the rest of rights from any harm or danger”.

The letter stated that Mersin and Adana would be de-indexed from the divisions of the Arab King—
dom, while Aleppo and Beirut will remain as Arab states. Al Sharif's refusal to give up those two
states, coupled with his rejection of French interests in such, shows his insistence that Iraqi states
are Arab, and will remain purely Arab. Moreover, Sharif Al-Hussein requested Britain not to aban-
don the Arabs, and not to conclude peace with the enemies. Al-Sharif had also agreed to let Arabs
employ English staff and advisors, and stipulated that they shall not interfere in internal affairs; and if
these conditions were met, the Arabs would throw their weight behind Britain. Following McMahon's
third letter in December 1915, he delayed action on British interests and the concessions in Aleppo
and Beirut, as well as peace with the enemies, unless it was based on the freedom of the peoples
and their salvation from the Turkish and German authority.

Fourth Letter: From Sir McMahon to Sharif Hussein bin Ali (Cairo — Dhu al-Hijjah 15, 1333
AH, October 24, 1915).

This letter is a response to the previous letter of Sharif Hussein bin Ali. Following his words of
praise, Sir McMahon expressed his regret at what is reported that he regarded the question of the
limits and boundaries with coldness and hesitation, and that he felt Sharif Hussein's interest in this
issue; therefore, lost no time in informing the Government of Great Britain of the contents of Sharif
Hussein’s letter. McMahon added that he received a five point reply from England, with respect to
boundaries and districts, most notably were: (1) Great Britain is prepared to recognize and support
the independence of the Arabs in all the regions within the limits demanded by the Sharif of Mecca,
(2) Great Britain will guarantee the Holy Places against all external aggression, with the exception
of both Baghdad and Basra Provinces (Wilayah) due to Britain's interests in such. In this letter,
there was an indication of the conclusion of an Arab—British alliance, the immediate results of which
will be the expulsion of the Turks from the Arab countries and the freeing of the Arab peoples. In
this correspondence, Sharif Al-Hussein reiterated that the Arabs would not tolerate that France or
any other party taking over Beirut or Aleppo Provinces, while McMahon replied that there was no
doubt that Sharif Al-Hussein was working for the good of the nation.

(*)Sharif Al-Hussein bin Ali, born in Makkah Al-Mukarramah in 1854, and died in Amman in 1931, and buried in Al-Agsa Mosque. He served as the Emir of Makkah in
1908, and led the Great Arab Revolt, and negotiated with the British with firmness and determination on the Arab right to sovereignty and independence.
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Fifth Letter: From Sharif Hussein bin Ali to Sir McMahon (Mecca - Dhu al-Hijjah 27, 1333
AH, November 5, 1915).

This might be the most significant message regarding Arab demands; and when examining the
content of these correspondences, we can see they include debates and discussions aimed at ar-
ranging the future relations between the Arabs and the British, on the condition of recognizing Arab
independence, borders and sovereignty. Furthermore, Sharif Al-Hussein reiterate the unity of the
Arab land and the non—-exclusion of Aleppo and Beirut Provinces, nor any region in which Christians
live. He also stressed that there is no agreement to exclude Baghdad and Basra districts, due to
their historical status from the era of Ali bin Abi Talib, may Allah be pleased with him.

With respect to Great Britain’s call to convene the Arab—British alliance, which would result in ac—
celerating the momentum of the revolution, Sharif Hussein bin Ali’s warning came that the Arabs
would be accused of disobedience. Yet, the question remains as to what Britain's role will be if the
Arabs revolt against the Turks. The rest of this letter explains the possibilities of declaring a revo—
lution, and how far Arab interests are being met. On this score, in an indication of his readiness
to enter the war, Sharif Hussein said:” We know that our lot in this war will be either a success,
which will guarantee to the Arabs a life becoming their past history, or destruction in the attempt to
attain their objects”. He also concluded his letter with the following words:” Had it not been for the
determination which | see in the Arabs for the attainment of their objects, | would have preferred to
seclude myself on one of the heights of a mountain, but they, the Arabs, have insisted that | should
guide the movement to this end”.

Sixth Letter: From Sir Henry McMahon to Sharif Hussein bin Ali (Cairo — Safar 8, 1334 AH,
December 14, 1915)

McMahon emphasized France's interest in Beirut and Aleppo Provinces, adding that he would
revisit the matter, also stating that Great Britain has interests in the Baghdad district. Moreover,
McMahon pointed out that Britain will not push the Arabs into swift action, or conclude any recon-
ciliation unless it includes freedom for the Muslim people and their salvation from the Turks among
its basic conditions.

Seventh Letter: From Sharif Hussein bin Ali to Sir McMahon (Mecca - Safar 25, 1334 AH,
January 1, 1916)

Sharif Hussein bin Ali addressed the matter of compensation if Britain decided to keep its interests
in Iraq, and pointing out that after the war, the Arabs would demand what they had ignored in favor
of France. He added that the Arab land cannot be ceded at all, and that the people of Beirut are
opposed to any division in their Province. This letter, the fourth from Sharif al-Hussein to McMahon,
contains the first request for weapons and ammunition from England, as a sign of preparation and
readiness for military action.
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Eighth Letter: From Sir McMahon to Sharif Hussein bin Ali (Cairo - Rabi' al-Awwal 15, 1334
AH, January 30, 1915)

In this letter, McMahon pledged to look into the Baghdad matter once the enemy is defeated, and
that no action would be taken, until the war is over and victory is achieved. He added that after
the triumph, the blood of the French and the British will be stronger (and that the Arab countries
are involved in this noble purpose, which would be achieved through unity. We note that this letter
is merely sent out of courtesy, and makes no guarantees, but only alludes to Ahmed Sharif al-
Senussi’s position in North Africa.

Ninth Message: From Sharif Hussein bin Ali to Sir McMahon (Mecca - Rabi' al-Akhir 14,
1334 AH, February 18, 1916)

This is Sharif Al-Hussein's final letter to Sir McMahon, and it is notable for being the longest. It
details Sharif Al-Hussein bin Ali's efforts and plans toward revolution and renaissance, such as
sending his son, Prince Faisal, to Syria to contact with the free Arabs. As another step, his son
Prince Ali (the eldest son) was sent to Medina, to be ready to intervene in the Levant. The letter
confirms the request of providing food supplies and a sum of fifty thousand gold pounds, which will
be used to pay monthly salaries, as well as providing munitions. The letter also outlines how these
items should be distributed and received.

Tenth Letter: From Sir McMahon to Sharif Hussein bin Ali (Cairo - Jumada al-Awwal 6,
1334 AH, March 10, 1916)

Sir McMahon's final letter to Sharif Hussein bin Ali, in which he expresses his gratitude (to notify
us of the specific steps you intend to take in the current situation). According to McMahon, the
British Government has approved all of Sharif Hussein bin Ali's demands. This letter suggests that
the path of the impending war has been clarified, and that it is necessary to proceed to the coast,
in order to take decisive action against several Turkish military posts that are acting against Brit—
ish interests. Further, the letter contains several intelligence information, such as the placement of
naval mines, the sale of a significant number of camels by Ibn al-Rashid to the Turks, as well as
the Turkey's casualties and defeats on the Central Front.

That's the conclusion of those historical letters, which could be considered among the international
covenants concluded between the Emir of Mecca and His Majesty's High Commissioner at Cairo.
The document contained several different recognitions, most notably the recognition of the inde—
pendence of Arabs, as well as the recognition of Sharif Hussein's demands. Nevertheless, was
the intent of this recognition to get the Arabs to declare revolution? Then, there will be another
curve? Of course, this is what happened, and Lawrence of Arabia referred to in the Seven Pillars
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of Wisdom, and all studies indicated that this great revolution had been subjected to British decep-
tion. This is best illustrated by the fact that on March 6, 1916, the correspondence ended and two
months later, on May 16, 1916, the Sykes—Picot Agreement, which aimed to divide the Levant and
Irag, was signed. These letters and correspondence remain a remarkable historical record of the
role of Sharif Hussein bin Ali, and the credibility of the Great Arab Revolt and the noble goals for
which the Arabs fought; most notably was the complete sovereignty and complete independence
within the boundaries drawn by the correspondence. Furthermore, in the ten letters between Al—
Hussein and McMahon, it was agreed that (1) Britain would help the Arab revolutionaries by sup-
plying them with the financial resources, weapons, and equipment they needed, (2) Britain pledged
to recognize the Arab Caliphate, if it should ever become established, (3) Sharif Hussein pledges
to declare revolution, and to publicly denounce the Turks as the enemy of Islam (referring here to
the pan—Turanianism Movement and the Committee of Union and Progress)() .

Thus, by reading the letters issued by Sharif Al-Hussein, we note his insistence on specific is—
sues relating to the unity of Arab land, while excluding no Arab land except for Aden. Moreover,
it confirmed the Arab position by acquiring complete sovereignty and independence, that qualify
them as a sovereign state, and also it considers future cooperation with Britain as an ally, that has
an advantage in international and domestic dealings in political, economic and military matters.
An important observation of this correspondence is that their original copies were mostly lost, and
most of what we have come up with is the Arabic translation of the English version of this corre—
spondence; as the original copies were in Arabic and were later translated into English, and there
is evidence shows that the translations was inaccurate. The historian George Antonius is perhaps
most responsible for publishing these documents, as he visited Sharif Hussein bin Ali in his exile
in Cyprus, and obtained copies of the correspondence, and published it in the Book, titled “Arab
Awakening”, along with other correspondences. To do credit to the Great Arab Revolt and to ex—
press respect and appreciation for its men and commander, Sharif Hussein Ibn Ali, more records
shall be made public.

Moreover, the analytical reading of these letters reveals that Sharif Hussein Ibn Ali responded
swiftly to the letters, with only 56 days between receipt and reply, while Sir McMahon took a long
time to respond, with 178 days taking place between receipt and reply. Among the names listed
as the messengers of these correspondences were: Ali Effendi (AI—Bazzar), Khawaja Elias Effendi,
Sheikh Mohammad bin Arif bin Arefan.

(*)Committee of Union and Progress, pan—Turanianism Movement. As Turanianism refers to the Turkish Taurus Mountains, a racist movement that calls for the return
to the Turkish race, and the Turkification of all provinces ruled by Turkey.



The forces of the Great Arab Revolt (whether regular or irregular) had special characteris—
tics that contribute to their success in the fields of military operations, the most prominent of
which were: (1) The Hashemite leadership symbolized by Sharif Hussein bin Ali and his sons,
who believed strongly in the Arab originality and absolute Arab sovereignty,(2) the profound
determination of all the soldiers of the Arab revolution to achieve the goal.of independence,
unity, governance and Arab sovereignty, (3) Arab groups and segments came to believe in
the objectives of the Arab Great Revolt, and saw that it would meet all Arab aspirations and
ambitions, (4) the Revolt's forces fought over their territory and among their people, for the
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sake of both (the liberation of land and man), thus gaining the status of superiority over other
forces on Arab soil, (5) Finally, the forces of the Arab Revolt are Arab in the true sense of the
word, they have their Arab base throughout the Arab world, and leaders from all countries par—
ticipated in the leadership of their forces and battles.

Consequently, the Arabs were attaining their goals and making their plans in such a way that it
was akin to the organization of any army in the world at that time. Thus, the Arab position was
based on acquiring the status of full partner in the battle as a full-fledged ally.
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Factors Influenced the Size of Arab Forces

There were several factors that have contributed to the difficulty of knowing the true number of
Arab forces, including sometimes the change in attitudes of some tribes for their own reasons,
which related to the relationship between the tribes themselves. For example, tribes A and B
oppose each other, so both of them take positions hostile to one another, so if tribe A joins
the Forces of the Arab Revolt, tribe B would join the Turkish State, and so forth. Additionally,
many irregular soldiers left the battlefield after that battle ended and never returned, which
negatively impacted the subsequent operations. Moreover, the proportion of irregular forces
was large and varied from time to time, for example, in the battle of Tafila, the battle began
with a small number of irregular forces, but soon their numbers escalated after the volunteer
men came from the town of Aima, and Jarf Al-Daraweesh; thus, such battle maintained the
momentum of the attack and the fire power since the supply of troops was constant and
continuous. Finally, there was no parallel military organization for the Revolt forces, so that
each commander could provide the appropriate size of the troops that would participate in the
battle, because every clan leader, for example, would mobilize his forces for every task in a
timely manner. Accordingly, this depends upon the general situation on that day, and would
impact the plan for subsequent battles, because the commander would not know the exact
strength of his forces.
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According to various references, the total number of forces of the Great Arab Revolt that
participated in Ma'an falls between nine thousand and seven hundred fifty to ten thousand
soldiers. This number is believed to be logical, which constituted the smallest possible number
of these forces led by Prince Zeid bin Al Hussein with Ja'far al-Askari(*) . As for the organiza—
tion and arming of these forces, outlined by (Al-Omari, 2004):

Organization and Weapons

1 Abus Gun 11 Lieutenant Ahmad Al-Baghdadi

2 18-Pounder Gun 2 Lieutenant Sami Raouf

3 Rapid-Firing Gun (GROUP) 2 Lieutenant Ahmad Al-Shangiti

4 Mountain Cannon (GROUP) 2 Lieutenant Hajj Ahmad Bakr

0 (7cm) Egyptian Cannon 2 Rifaat Shawkat

6 French Mountain Cannon 1 Captain Pizani (French of Algerian origin)
7 (2.5 cm) Hodgkiss Cannon 4 Jamil Al-Madfai

8 Bren Light Machine Gun 20 | -

9 Rifles BB ATT] =

10 Pistols 10000/ [\ -\ [~e=motch

()Ja'far al-Askari, born in Baghdad in 1885. Served as the Director of the Military Movements during the Great Arab Revolt. Further, he wrote about the Great
Arab Revolt in his Journal, but he did not complete them. He also assumed the Premiership more than once, and died in 1936.
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King Faisal I

Military Operations

During the Great Arab Revolt, various battles took place in the operation theaters of Hejaz,
Jordan, and Syria, and we will explore some of the facts and military operations below. At the
dawn of Saturday, 9 Shaban, 1334 AH corresponding to, June 10, 1916, Sharif Hussein bin Al
fired the first symbolic shot, marking the official launching of the Arab revolt. Following that, the
Turkish garrison in Jeddah surrendered on June 16, 1916, and was then led by Sharif Mohsen
ibn Ahmed Mansour. Moreover, Sharif Hussein took charge of the military movements in Mecca
himself after the Turks surrendered their fortresses on July 9, 1916. Then the Turkish garrison in
Ta'if surrendered on September 23, 1916, and Prince Abdullah assumed command of the Arab
forces. In the attack on Medina (Al Madinah Al Munawwarah), Princes Ali) and Faisal"") took
part; however, strong reinforcements arrived from Damascus via the railway, that significantly
hindered the surrender of Fakhri Pasha, the commander of the garrison, until January 7, 1919.

As part of the siege of Medina in early December 1916, Prince Abdullah surrounded the city with
his eastern army along with his brother's army, Prince Ali, until the garrison surrendered, and the
Al-Waijh fell into the hands of Prince Faisal on January 24, 1917. Then the Arabs, led by Sharif

(*)Prince Ali bin Al Hussein, the eldest son of Sharif Al Hussein bin Ali. Took over the Kingdom of Hejaz After his father abdicated the kingdom, but then compelled to leave
the Hejaz, and live in Iraq.

(”)During the Great Arab Revolt, Prince Faisal bin Al Hussein, the third son of Sharif Al Hussein bin Ali, headed the northern army. He was known for his wise leadership
and diplomacy, and by establishing an independent Arab state with Damascus as its capital, he accomplished the first objective of the Great Arab Revolt.
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Nasser bin Ali®) and Auda Abu-Tayeh (") , took over Agaba on July 6, 1917, and under the
command of Prince Zeid"*") , they defeated the Turkish division, that attacked Tafileh on January
25, 1918. In April 1918, the Arabs destroyed approximately eighty miles of the railway line to the
south of Ma'an; thus, causing the trains to stop running completely between Ma'an and Medina.
On September 17, 1918, the Arabs cut the railway between Daraa and Damascus, between
Daraa and Haifa, and between Daraa and Amman.

On September 28, 1918, the Arabs, led by Sharif Nasser bin Ali, took over the city of Daraa, and
took over Ma’an under the command of Prince Zeid on September 23, 1918, after the Turks
withdrawal. On October 1, 1918, the vanguards of the Arab Army entered the City of Damascus,
where then Prince Faisal arrived on October 3, 1918. On October 22, 1918, the Arabs seized
Aleppo, with their regular forces led by Nuri al-Said***") and Ali Jawdat Al-Ayyubi ****) | while
Sharif Nasser led the Bedouin forces, Ibn Mahid led the Anazzah tribe, and Mustafa Kemal
Atatlrk(*****) led the Turkish army. Eventually, Turkey signed the armistice agreement on No—
vember 1, 1918.

The Great Arab Revolt, which had a considerable military impact on the battlefield, persisted and
achieved its objectives, culminating in the Revolt Army's entrance into Damascus on October 2,
1918, and the establishment of the first Arab State, led by Prince Faisal bin Al Hussein. Follow—
ing that, the State was subjected to the ambitions of the Balfour Declaration, and the collision
with the French colonizer, as well as Maysalun disaster on July 24, 1920, with which the region
entered a new turning point. However, the banner of the Great Arab Revolt remains high, car—
ried by the Founder, King Abdullah bin Al Hussein, so that this State, the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan, will be the vanguard of the Arab nation, and the servant of its just causes, embraced by
the spirit of revolution and renaissance and the Arab Hashemite thought.

(*) Sharif Nasser bin Ali, the brother of Sharif Hussein bin Ali. He always led campaigns in the Arabs territories in preparation for the arrival of the Great Arab Revolt’s army.
(* *)Auda Abu-Tayeh, born in 1870, joined the Great Arab Revolt’s forces in Al-Wajh, on the Red Sea coast. Then, led the campaign to liberate Agaba, and succeeded in
his endouver on July 6, 1917. He was well known for his bravery and courageous stances. He died, may Allah rest his soul in peace, on July 29, 1924.

(***)Prince Zeid bin Al Hussein, the youngest son of Sharif Al Hussein bin Ali. He was a member of Faisal I's Northern Army during the Great Arab Revolt. He was suc—
cessful in occupying Tafila, and defeating the Turkish troops there. After returning to Iraq with King Faisal, He was appointed as Iraq's Ambassador in London.

(****)Nuri al-Said, served as the Chief of Staff of the Great Arab Revolt’s Army. Then, remained with King Faisal | in Irag, and was appointed the Prime Minister 13 times.
He was assassinated on July 14, during Al-Rehab Palace massacre against the ruling Hashemite family.

(*****)Iin 1886, Ali Jawdat Al-Ayyubi was born in Mosul. He enlisted for military service in the Hijaz, after being released from captivity at the start of the Arab revolt, and
then served alongside Prince Ali bin Al-Hussein before joining Prince Faisal's Army in Agaba. He was an Arab officer in the Northern Army, who took part in the battle till
the Arab Army arrived in Damascus and subsequently Aleppo. Following the surrender of the Ottoman Empire, he was appointed as a Military Governor for the Cities of
Aleppo and Homs, during a short period of the Kingdom of Syria rule, which was the first Arab kingdom in Syria during the reign of King Faisal I. Afterward, he held the
position of District Administrator, for the Districts of Hillah, Najaf, Karbala, Mosul, Diyala and Basra. Then appointed as Minister of Finance, Minister of Interior, Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Iragi Ambassador to the Court of St. James, Ambassador in France and Washington. Further, he established the first Iragi Embassy in the United States.
(******)Mustafa Kemal, born in 1881, served as the Commander of the 8th Turkish Army in Transjordan. When he went to Istanbul, he established the modern, secular
State of Turkey, and abolished the Islamic caliphate. He died in 1938.
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Military Assessment of the Great Arab Revolt

Perhaps among of the immediate consequences of the Great Arab Revolution, at the time, was
the creation of a new situation among Arabs, with the resultant unification of Arab peoples to
struggle for independence and sovereignty. Further, as part of the proclamation of the Revolt
in Mecca. The Caliph, Sultan Muhammad Rashad, was stripped of the forces of Islamic Jihad,
which were used by the Ottoman Empire to recruit Muslims from other nations under the ban—
ner of Jihad. In addition, the Revolt forces cut off the transportation routes of the Turkish forces
in Hijaz, which was stationed in the Red Sea region, Yemen and Asir, and the Revolt forces
crushed the Turkish forces in Hijaz, and captured 7200 soldiers and 187 officers. Similarly, the
success of the Revolt in the Hijaz paralyzed the Turkish Army's morale in Palestine and Tran-
sjordan, while reinforcing British troops. In addition, the participation of the Arab Revolt Army in
the battles of Transjordan and Syria supported the British forces in achieving victory and defeat-
ing the Germans and the Turks. Another significant outcome of the Revolt is that out of the total
of (100,000) Turkish troops stationed in Transjordan and Syria, (16000) were captured, and
(12000) were killed and wounded.

According to reports, Great Britain's aid to the Arab Revolt and its forces, during the war period
(1916 - 1918), did not exceed 3% of what it spent on its army in the combat operations in
Palestine, Jordan and Syria. Along with the above, one of the most significant outcomes of the
Revolt was bringing the Arab cause to the world stage and gaining recognition from the major
powers. Moreover, the Revolt has spawned the idea of Arab nationalism, which later developed
into a dynamic, constantly evolving doctrine. Furthermore, the most prominent outcome of the
Great Arab Revolt is the restoration of the spiritual unity of the Arabs, and the creation of a na-
tional history, that has not existed since the fall of the Abbasid state in the mid-thirteenth century.
It is also necessary to state another significant outcome of the Revolt, which was the establish—
ment of the Arab State on the basis of Shura; when Hussein bin Ali was proclaimed King on
November 5, 1916. Following that, Hussein bin Ali founded the Shura Council (the Caliphate
Shura Council), which conducted its duties as a parliament for a modern state, that headed for
complete sovereignty and full independence.

14



. . . ain "
The Historical Encyclopediaofthe e RV - NS )
:I CACRT [ N /
Jordan Armed Forces- Arab Army * 100 Jordan Armed Forces - Arab Army
b B | e A
s L | : \rg‘::}v T'!.
OF oS b e o . ‘j
EH - R } y et dq_,,..r-lé;l-‘-h;**'&"",
[ Wk sbdv e
T e & S
diaAaTik i"ﬂiﬂ

AT

BT i | e’ ot o g e ) g il s (S
T Caps Mgl Vo s S e iy et O

- A et ¢ .:.-.:. :

Operations of the Hashemite Army in Syria: final offensive operations
and the war of extermination, and the advance of the Northern Arab
Army led by Prince Faisal and Allenby's forces. From September
19 — October 31, 1918.
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Chapter Two
Jordan Arab Army in the State Establishment Stage
(From the Arab East Government 1921 - Declaration
of the Emirate of Transjordan 1928)

The nucleus of the “Jordan Armed Forces - Arab Army” from the Eastern
Army led by Prince Abdullah bin Al Hussein (Arrival in Ma’an, then the
launching the Founding March to Amman)

Before the arrival of Prince Abdullah to Amman on March 2,
1921, there was a police force called “The Mobile Force” in
Transjordan, founded by Captain Frederick Peake(") , consist—
ing of the Palestinian police and some local residents. Upon
Prince Abdullah's arrival in Ma'an, he proposed to combine
the forces that he brought from the Hejaz with the forces in
Transjordan, and to be reinforced by a mountain artillery bat—
tery, and shall include gendarmerie forces, which will be de—
ployed in the areas of Balqa, Ajloun and Karak. However, the
military forces that arrived in Ma’an on November 21, 1920,
consisted of a regular battalion; which is the vanguard of the
Arab army, consisting of 200 soldiers with rifles and six ma—  Prince Abdullah bin Al Hussein
chine guns, led by Ahmad Al-Istanbuli, and also consisted of a

Camelry Battalion (the Hajana), which consists of two hundred men, led by Ibn Rumaih Al-Najdi.
For organizational purposes, Mohammad Ali Al-Ajlouni was appointed as a military advisor to His
Highness the Prince, and Ghaleb Al-Sha’alan (**) was appointed as advisor to the General Com—
mand. Following the unification of the Hejaz military force with the Jordanian one, and while Prince
Abdullah was in Amman, the negotiations stage began, most notably the Cairo meeting attended
by Frederick Peake; where he demanded that the military forces that were formed in Transjordan
be reorganized and armed with guns and cannons. On March 28, 1921, Prince Abdullah met
with Winston Churchill ¢**) in Jerusalem; during which they agreed to form a national government,
establish a military force of 750 men, construct two airstrips in Zezya and Marka, and send four
armored vehicles to Amman.

(*) Frederick Peake took over the Command of the Jordanian Army in 1923 until 1939. He wrote a book about the Jordanian Tribes, entitled "A history of Jordan and its
tribes', and wrote another book entitied “The Arab Command”.

(**) Ghaleb Al-Sha’alan, born in Damascus in 1880, graduated from the Military College in Istanbul. He then became a Commander in the Ottoman Army, then joined Prince
Faisal’s forces. Following the formation of the first Jordanian Government, he was appointed an advisor of the General Command.

(***) Winston Churchill, British Prime Minister during World War II, and was the Secretary of State for the Colonies and Prime Minister during the establishment of the

Jordanian State.
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On April 1, 1941, and due to Prince Abdullah's tireless efforts, a Jordanian military force was
formed, consisting of three units as follows: (1) Static Gendarmerie Force, led by Lt. Col. Aref
al-Hassan, estimated at 550 men, (2) Reserve Gendarmerie Battalion-Cavalry, led by Com-
mander Fouad Salim, estimated at 400 men, (3) Regular Battalion, led by Ahmed Al-Istanbuli,
estimated at 200 infantry soldiers, (4) and Camelry Force, led by Ibn Rumaih al-Najdi, estimated
at one hundred men.

(The Founding King's Palace Ma' an)
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Organization of the Arab Army in 1922 - 1923

~———

The main organization was headed by the Commander—in—Chief, His Highness Prince

Abdullah, followed by the Chief Adviser, and then the Director of Public Security, where the
following districts were attached to his post, Amman, Salt, Karak, Madaba, Jerash and Irbid. In
addition, the Camelry Force and the Mobile Force were also attached to the Director of Public
Security, in which it consisted of the Force Commander, Chief of Staff, Assistant of Administra—
tion, and then the rest of the infantry companies, cavalry, machine guns and artillery.

Organization of the Arab Army in 1922

Commander-in-Chief

Chief Advisor

Director of Public Mobile Force

Amman District

Force Commander
Chief of Staff

Assistant of Administration

Security

Karak District

Madaba District

Infantry Company Infantry Company

Jerash District Ajloun District
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Infantry Company Cavalry Company

Camelry Force
Cavalry Company

((zEIERE))

Cavalry Company

Machine Guns

Company Mixed Company

Mountain

Artillery Battery

Service Platoon

Choir Platoon

Signal Platoon
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In October 1923, a new organization for the army was issued, not much different from
the previous one, except in the titles; therefore, the Commander—in—Chief become the
Commander—In—Chief of the Arab Army, then followed by the Army Commander, the
Deputy Army Commander and Chief Staff of the Army, and the following chart illustrates
this new organization.

Organization of the Arab Army in 1923

Commander-in-Chief of the

Arab Army

Commander of the Arab Army

Deputy Army Commander
Chief Staff of the Army

Machine Guns Mixed Mountain Al Mahatta
Company Compan Artillery Camp

Infantry Infantry Infantry
Company Company Company

Battery

Infantry Infantry Infantry I
Company Company Company Choir Platoon Signal Platoon Service Platoon
Karak District Madaba District m Jerash District Ajloun District Camelry Force
(GEIELE))




The Historical Encyclopediaofthe A S
Jordan Armed Forces- Arab Army % @m

Jgrdan Armed Forces - Arab Army

The March Continues

Armed Forces Law of 1927, and the Organization of the Army Thereof

—

The first Law of the Jordanian Arab Army was passed on 2 February 1927, and the
Army became composed of three sections, namely: the Rural Police (cavalry), to work
outside the cities, the Urban Police (infantry) to work within cities, and then Prison Staff.
Thus, the army consisted of two categories, namely: the cavalry, who are members of
the gendarmerie, and were called the Rural Police, and the second category was the
infantry, and they are called the Urban and Rural Police.

The law defines the Army's duties, which include prevention and detection of crime, ar—
resting of criminals, guarding of prisoners, consolidating security, and the protection of
citizens and their assets. Furthermore, the law included recruitment, termination of ser—
vices, military penal, military councils, etc. In this respect; we note a change in the Army
organization, as there are two Assistant Commander of the Army; Assistant Commander
of the Army for Public Security and Assistant Commander of the Army for Administration.

Organization of the Arab Army in 1927

Commander-in-Chief of the Arab Army

Commander of the Arab Army

r
Assistant Commander of the Assistant Commander of the Army
Army for Public Security for Administration
Cavalary Infantry
(Gendarme)

Rural Police

|

Department Record

of Finance (Personnel)

Urban Police

Cavalary Infantry Prison Warehouse
Company Company Director Manager
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Development of the Arab Army in Terms of Armament,

Unit Formation and Numbers
~N

Arab Army's development in terms of armament, unit formation, and size was constrained
by the State's General Budget. After the formation of the Regular Force, Cavalry and
Gendarmerie, the number exceeded three thousand soldiers until the end of 1923. How—
ever, the need for doubling these forces arose when Transjordan began negotiating to
annex Ma'an and Agaba, which will result in expanding the States’ borders, doubling its
area, and adding a variety of tribes living in the annexed areas. Hence, the main change
came with the formation of Badia Force, also known as the Desert Force, which the
Prince had started forming in the late 1930, with only eight personnel and four vehicles,
at the time.

As for the Camelry Force, there were 41 soldiers in total at the beginning, and it increased
in number to become consisting of 3 officers and 95 other ranks during 1931-1932, while
the total number of military forces reached 1046. This progressivity in numbers illustrates
the difficult beginnings, thus giving an idea of the leadership's determination to withstand
all challenges, and lay the foundations of the Jordanian State.

Old picture of the facade of Jordan Arab Army headquarters in 1955
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Chapter Three
Jordan Armed Forces from 1928 to the Declaration
of Independence day in 1946

Establishment of Jordan Badia Forces of the Arab Army

The Jordanian Badia Forces, which derive their name from strength and desert, have
written the history of the nation with a distinct sense of pride, narrating the Jordanian
achievements spanning more than ninety years. During the 1940s, Jordan thrived despite
the challenges, and the Badia Forces played a key role in tackling the threats. Jordan's
historical message was conveyed by its Chivalrous (Badia Forces), with their red shem—
agh fringed with their white conscience. Thus, the homeland donned the most beautiful
uniform, which was inspired by Jordan's uniqueness and pride, and which serves as a
symbol of survival and existence, as well as a title of honorable homeland.

As the need arose for the Jordanian Badia forces to be established in 1926, the Jor—
danian clans, who possess the qualities of authentic Bedouin, were ready to meet the
obligation, and the Camelry Force became the nucleus of the Badia Forces. In his Book
titted “Arab Command” (P. 69, published in English), Frederick Peake pointed out that:
“When Ma’an and Agaba joined Transjordan in 1926, 300 new soldiers were recruited,
including 100 cameleer, to maintain security in and around Ma’an”. He added the” Fol—
lowing the arrival of Major Glubb(®) in 1930, who was to act as assistant to the Arab
Army Command, with an additional obligation of stopping external attack and invasions,
150 Bedouin troops were recruited, all from Bedouins and were divided into Camelry and
Mobile Forces (Frederik, 1939). Thus, the beginning of the formation was dictated by
both Arab tradition and the need to accommodate the double increase in the State area,
specifically since the new area was mostly a vast desert, and required that men be from
the same environment. As Jordanian documents reveal, Badia Forces played an impor—

(*) Glubb, John Bagot. He moved to Jordan to form Badia Force, which he achieved, and developed excellent ties with the Bedouins, and eventually appointed as Chairman
of Chiefs of Staff of the Army in 1939. He was dedicated and committed to his job, despite his opposition to the Army's fast expansion and the qualification of Jordanian
commanders for senior military positions. Further, his stance was one of the reason for the decision to Arabize the Jordan Arab Army's Command.
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tant role in the history of Jordan, starting in Azraq, where a museum of Public Security
sits today. On the hill upon which His Majesty King Abdullah | saluted the Badia forces
after completing their training in 1931, the Jordanian flag was raised. Today, a museum
of public security is located on this hill, which includes a plaque of honor for the martyrs of
the Public Security. During World War Il, Jordanian Badia Forces participated in the Iraq
campaign, and played a distinguished role; as Major General (George Clark), who was
the Commander of the Allied Forces in the Middle East, sent a letter to Prince Abdullah,
which stated:” | am obliged to record the great honor that you have given me by joining
your valiant soldiers in the battle, not only that, but also my sincere appreciation for their
effort as soldiers. | was most pleased to be with this force on the battlefield, given its
progress and tenacity, and the great courage of its men in every turn. Your Highness, it
is with great pleasure that | commend on the impressive accomplishments of this excel—
lent force, and | only hope that | will have the privilege of joining its iconic commander
during the forthcoming war”. At the time, the Commander of the Jordanian Badia Forces
was the British Brigadier General Lash(*) , who assumed command from General Glubb;
who founded the Jordanian Badia Force in 1930, and became the Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff of Jordan Arab Army in 1939.

The Jordanian Badia forces embody loyalty to the homeland, as they work devotedly
and perform Arab national duties; they are the forces that participated in the Battles in
Palmyra and Homs in Syria in 1941, and the ones that maintain security in deserts and
border regions, and their centers were spread out across the Kingdom; in Rum, Al-Jafr,
Azraq and others.

(*) Norman Lash took over the command of the Badia Forces, succeeding General Glubb, who became Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff of the Jordanian Army.
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Participation of Jordan Arab Army in World War Il starting in 1939
Jordan-British Treaty (Anglo-Jordan Treaty)

On February 20, 1928, Prince Abdullah bin Al Hussein succeeded in signing a treaty
between Jordan and Britain, which was the first formal agreement between Jordan and
Britain at this level. In this regard, Jordan gained full status as a sovereign nation, and
its name changed from the Government of the Arab East to the Emirate of Transjordan.
The treaty has a number of significant outcomes, including the official delineation and
demarcation of the borders between Jordan and Palestine, as stipulated in Article Two.
Furthermore, Articles 10 and 11 govern the organization of defense affairs and the armed
forces. As for article 16, His Highness the Prince shall always ensure that all facilities
are available for the movement of His Majesty's British forces. The outbreak of the World
War Il provided Prince Abdullah bin Al Hussein an opportunity to take advantage of the
provisions of the treaty, by adding emphasis on the need to improve Jordanian forces’
capabilities and readiness, to support the allied British forces.

Thus, Prince Abdullah succeeded in employing such treaty in favor of building the Jorda—
nian forces, where he worked to increase its armament, by acquiring armored vehicles,
machine guns and 25—pound cannons. In addition, Jordanian forces expanded its train—
ing scale and utilized British expertise, as well as involved in military operations to gain
field experience. As early as 1948, Prince Abdullah put forward the idea of establishing
the Army Aviation Force, and then increasing the number of the armed forces and es—
tablishing new military units. In addition, the treaty was used to influence public opinion
in the Britain, and convinced them of the Jordanian State's capacity to run itself, or that it
had been prepared for full independence.

Following the outbreak of World War Il, Jordan became involved in the war due to provi—
sions of the Jordanian—British Treaty; which was heavily weighted in favor of the British at
the time. Prince Abdullah | played a crucial role in maximizing the benefits of this treaty
in the interest of the Jordanian Arab Army, and he succeeded in his endeavor; as the
Jordanian forces attained a professional level, confirming its presence in all fields.
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Deployment of Jordanian forces in Palestine

As a starting point, we refer to what was stated in the book, titled “Journals of General
Glubb” p.196, whose translation was published in Baghdad in 1988, *few British are
aware that Transjordan is the only independent State, outside of the Commonwealth,
that provided soldiers to fight alongside the British Army during World War I, to its end”
(AI—Tikriti, 1988). Moreover, General Glubb, who served as the Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff of Jordan Arab Army between 1939 and 1956, wrote a book titled "The
Arab Legion’, which was published in 1948 in London, concerning Jordan Arab Army's
role during various wars.

Secondly, we refer to the close ties between Jordanians and Palestinians, that date back
to 1921 and beyond; as the Jordanian political parties, at the beginning of their inception,
focused on Arabizing Palestine and warning against Jewish immigration, as well as the
need for Arab action in response. In this regard, we recall King Abdullah I's call to organize
Arab immigration to Palestine, and maintain an Arab majority, and the need to prevent
the transfer of lands in any manner to the Jews. Furthermore, we recall King Abdullah I's
idea of establishing and funding the “the Nation's Fund™),to enhance the steadfastness of
the Palestinians; by buying the land of those who wish to sell, or providing them with aid,
so that Palestinians do not fall victim to generous offers of money to take over their land.

Moreover, His Majesty King Abdullah donated his monthly salary to support this fund,
and Jordan clearly supported the Palestinians during the Buraq uprising in 1928 and the
Palestine Revolution in 1936. As for the Jordanian fighters, they participated in many
military operations, and many of them were martyred. We also recall the profound and
clear role that the Jordanian Arab Army played in supporting the Palestinians, which was
carried out in secret; whereby the Army provided Palestinian fighters with ammunition and
light weapons. In addition, the Jordanian Arab Army provided them with training on the
use of weapons, by sending the Army’s trainers wearing fighters dress or Palestinian folk
uniforms.

In that regard, 13 Jordanian companies, which were deployed throughout Palestine at the
beginning of 1941, helped the Jordanian Arab Army accomplish its mission. The compa-—
nies were deployed in the following areas: Gaza, Hebron, Nablus, Haifa, Safad, Bir Al-
Saba, more than one company around and within Jerusalem, Lod, Ramla, Sarfand and
others, and they were tasked to secure the command and supplies posts and airports,
particularly Agir Airfield®) . It is also worth noting that the deployment of the Jordanian
Arab Army comes in accordance with the Jordanian—British treaty signed in 1928.

(*) The Nation’s Fund, founded by King Abdullah |, and was response to the Jewish National Fund. Its purpose is to collect subsidies for the benefit of Palestinians, in order to
reinforce their steadfastness and prevent the sale and transfer of their lands to the Jews. Further, King Abdullah | was the first to donate half of his monthly salary to the fund.
(**) Aqgir Airfield is located in Palestine, south of Ramla, on a flat plain. It was chosen as an Airfield because it is located in a centered flat area. Further, Aqir Airfield was a
major support airport for Allied troops in World War II.
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Active participation of Jordan forces in the Battle of El Alamein in the
Western Desert of Egypt

In addition to being one of the most famous battles of the World War Il, the Battle of El
Alamein was also one of the most significant battles of the African Front; as the battlefield
has extended over a large area. During World War Il, Germany and Italy relied on Libya
as their base of operations, while Britain relied on Egypt. In August 1942, German forces,
led by General Rommel, penetrated the Allied defense line and reached the Alamein
Desert. In his book, titled “The Story of the Arab Army” p. 456, General Glubb stated
that:” The 1st Infantry Battalion moved to Sinai to support Allied forces during the battle,
where the troops prepared maps and conducted reconnaissance operations, in prepara—
tion for any developments. The battalion was stationed in Sinai for four months, and then
moved from Gaza and Sinai to carry out a new duty in Iraq and Iran in mid—December
1942. In that vein, General Glubb stated in his book, “The Story of the Arab Army” (pp.
457 and 458) that: “Following Britain's and Russia's occupation of Iran, and the overthrow
of Shah Reza's Government and his exile, tribal leaders interfered with road traffic — most
notably the Lisland road to Russia— therefore, a sector of the Arab Army was summoned
to deal with the situation. Sector | (1st Battalion) was ready to carry out the mission under
the command of "Lash", yet | decided to go myself for a short time”. Glubb adds that the
battalion arrived in Baghdad in January 1943, then advanced toward Iran and reached
the City of Khanaqin, where the force was instructed to come to a halt and not advance
into Iran. In the EI Alamein Battle, Britain partnered with the Jordanian forces due to sev—
eral factors, most notably were: (1) the Jordanian forces experience in desert combat, (2)
the similarity of the desert environment with the Jordanian one, (3) the Jordanian forces
have a range of equipment and armament suitable for desert and mobile operations. It
is worth mentioning that General Glubb imported about 300 Fords from America in late
1940, which were imported as cargo and transport vehicles(*) ; however, they were armed
with machine guns, armored with raw materials, and equipped as military vehicles.

General Glubb highlighted this in his Journal (p.186), by saying:” As additional trans—
portation and weapons were not possible from Britain, | send a telegram directly to the
American Ford Company in (Detroit), for the shipment of (300) Ford cars, which safely
arrived. Few of these vehicles were sent for vehicle up—armoring, and we didn't have
the steel sheets used for vehicle up—armoring; however, we used forged steel sheets
along with glue—coated sheets for this purpose. Moreover, General Glubb pointed out in
his Journal that these vehicles, after being locally armored and equipped, bore the name
(Made in Jordan). During the same period, the Jordanian Arab Army modified the (Mar—
mon Harrington) armored vehicle by installing a 6-pound gun instead of a 2—pound one.

(*) The reason for importing them under the cover of agricultural transport trucks is owing to the issuance of a Security Council resolution, prohibiting the supply of any
weapons to parties involved in the Middle East war.
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Events of Iraq

The year 1941 was a tragic year for the Allies, due to their loss of various locations on the
battlefield, as well as Germany's occupation of France and Nazi control, and the events
that followed that led to the formation of an alliance between the French army in Syria and
Germany; which led to the formation of the so—called Vichy government() . As for Iraq,
the coup of Rashid Ali al-Kilani("*) took place, and then the guardian of the throne, Prince
Abd al-llah’ ***) | sought refuge in Jordan. In this respect, His Majesty King Abdullah |
Ibn Al-Hussein's objective account of events in Iraq, in his journal, provides reliable infor—
mation, since it comes from a Leader who experienced such event, and had a decision
and a vision regarding what happened. Following the events, His Majesty addressed a
statement to the Jordanian people about the new developments, and we quote from His
Majesty's journal about those events, as follows: “On the events of Iraq in 1941, | would
like to document here the statement that | made to my honorable Jordanian nation, in that
critical juncture”.

Statement to the Honorable Jordanian Nation

As you are aware, there are unfortunate incidents are occurring in the brotherly State of
Iraq at this very moment; that arose through a group that usurped the legitimate governing
power in this dear state. In doing so, they intended to expose this honorable state to tur—
moil and unrest, as well as to chaos and instability. | was among the first to be saddened
by the unfortunate events in a state, that the entire Arab nation still views as a model of
complete independence; a model that other Arab states desire, and by God willing, they
will achieve it through successful national efforts. Nevertheless, the ambiguity that accom—
panied these incidents in the beginning, and the malignant propaganda that was fuelled
by ideas of intrigue and sedition, prevented the public from seeing the truth of this urgent
situation; as such propagandas sought to undermine Iraq's independence and freedom,
and poison all Arab thoughts. In view of my feelings toward the brotherly State of Iraq, in
terms of my enthusiasm and personal loyalty, and the bond of sincere brotherhood that
unites this Emirate with Iraq, in addition to serving the Royal dynasties in both States, |
have seen it my duty to address my honorable people, announcing that the movement,
existing in Iraq, led to the exodus of His Royal Highness, the Regent of the Iraqi Throne.
Further, we express our disavowal of the calamities that such sedition has brought upon
Iraq. In light of His Highness' statement, broadcasted to the Iraqi people, that he is com—

(*) The Vichy Govemment. This Govemment was established after the fall of France to the Nazis, and lasted from July 1940 to September 1944. The French National Assembly elected
Marshal Philippe Petain as its president, followed by Syria. This prompted the Allies to launch an attack on Syria with the participation of Jordanian forces.

(**) Rashid Ali AlKilani, a military and political figure, was born in 1893. In 1941, he launched a coup against the Hashemite monarchy, which was confronted by British
forces, forcing him to flee to Iran with his companions.

(***) Prince Abd al-llah’: the son of King Ali bin Sharif Hussein al-Hashemi, bom in 1913 and martyred on July 14, 1958 during al Rehab Palace massacre. He is the son of the King of
Hejaz, Ali bin al-Hussein, and the brother of King Faisal I. Abd al-llah maried Princess Malak Faydi, and then Princess Faiza Traboulsi, an Egyptian, before he later divorced her, and maried
Hiam, the daughter of Emir of Rabi'a, where his marriage was popularly accepted, because she was an Iragi and the daughter of a well-known figure. The Prince received his education at
Victoria College in Alexandria, Egypt. In 1939, he was named as the Regent of Iraq until 1953, after the death of King Ghazi | in a car accident. He became the Regent of Iraq Because Faisal
I, the son of King Ghazi, the successor to the throne, had not yet reached the age of six, and because Abd al-llah’ was the new king's uncle, as he is the brother of Faisal II's mother, Queen
Alia. Then he was named the Crown Prince after the end of the guardianship on May 2, 1953, during the coronation of Prince Faisal Il as King of Iraq.
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mitted to returning to Iraq and, God willing, restoring the Country's independence, sover—
eignty, and tranquility. Further, in light of Great Britain's Foreign Secretary’s, Mr. Eden(®),
statement, that the British Government has no intention of undermining Iraq's indepen-—
dence and sovereignty rights, in any manner, and that there is no dispute or animosity
between Britain and the Iragi people. We reiterate that the determination is committed to
restoring normality, and strengthening the real friendship between the two allied nations,
as | am completely confident of this, God willing; therefore, | announce this to my honor-—
able people, to explain the situation and enlighten the minds”.

King Abdullah Bin Al Hussein
Amman, on Rabi' al-Akhir 19, 1360 AH, corresponding to May 16, 1941

In a message to General Wilson, King Abdullah | stated that Jordan has built fortifica—
tions in Mafraq and Irbid, in preparation for the possible advance of Vichy Government’s
forces from Syria. Moreover, His Majesty warns that these fortifications may not be suf—
ficient to prevent infiltration from other areas.

On Jumada al-Ula 9, 1360 AH, corresponding to June 4, 1941, when Jordanian partici—
pation in the Iraqi operations came to an end, His Majesty delivered the following speech:
“Welcome to the successful Force, welcome to the triumphant and obedient Force, and
thank you to it and its leader. You have returned from a delicate mission in which you
represented loyalty, the duty of obedience and loyalty to the Hashemite House. Our
sincere thanks and appreciation to the Force and its Commander; as you have re—
turned from a critical mission, during which you demonstrated loyalty, duty of obedience
and sincerity to the Hashemite Family. You have returned, after you have made the
best contribution to extinguishing this sedition; So bless you, and your accomplishment.
The Guardian has arrived in his homeland, and you have returned to yours, and both
homelands are his and yours. | have to inform you that the path of unity, that we had
hoped for, has been torn apart, by those you expelled from Iraq. You shall always be
ready to carry out the duties that have been assigned to you, just as your forefathers
did with ours. Beware of sedition, and its advocates, beware of the people of deception
and hypocrisy. You have returned with shining faces, and | am quite pleased with your
accomplishment. You are our pride, and we look to you for protection, after God. Long
live the valiant Arab Army, long live the victorious Bedouin Force... May the Arab nation
achieve its national aspirations, by the Grace of God, and by the Honor of His Prophet,
Blessings of God and Peace Be Upon Him, and by the good support of our ally, Great
Britain. Let us honor Britain, as it has done for us, and let us help Britain in its arduous global
mission, with magnanimity and care.

Now, | present the cherished and courageous Bedouin Force with the “Supreme Order

(*) Mr. Anthony Eden, born in 1897. He was a member of the Conservative Party, which is led by Winston Churchill, the British Prime Minister. He represented a man of
peace. Further, he had statements related to the history of the region, such as his call for Arabs to unite within an organization or institution, that takes care of their affairs.
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of the Renaissance, Second Class”, raised on this Flag that | handed over to you, so that
you always hoist it high, and defend your glory beneath its shade. | have also given my
will to make a Gold-Inlaid Sword, presented to your Commander, in appreciation of his
hard work and your bravery”.

The Jordanian Forces were known as the "Arab Legion', and their deployment ranged
from Haifa to Iran. Further, At the EI-Alamein Front with Montgomery(*) , the Arab Legion
came close to entering the Greek Front. The Arab Legion was tasked with protecting the
communication line between Haifa and the Arab Gulf's borders, a distance of approxi—
mately (700) miles, roughly equivalent to the distance between Warsaw and London.
Until a few months ago, the British Army was unaware of the existence of the Arab Le—
gion, but now their Commander in Chief, General Wafell , has asked if it is possible to
form six battalions from the Jordanian Desert Mechanized Battalion. Moreover, Wafell
requested the formation of permanent infantry companies, as they tasked to guard sev—
eral locations on the desert road between Haifa and Baghdad, Haifa port and the allied
weapons and ammunition depots in Palestine and Iraq.

Further, General Wafell"*) stated that:” We were fully occupied by this frenetic wartime
expansion, because there were scarcely any weapons and vehicles. We also directed
a battalion to operate in the desert, and outflank Rommel forces in the Western Desert,
and we sent an advance unit there; in which one of its officer and other two enlisted were
killed. General Montgomery won the Battle of ElI Alamein(***) | and his forces advanced
towards Tunisia, and then crossed the sea to Italy to lead the battlefront in Germany. We
were warned that we might be asked to send a brigade to Greece, but the Germans soon
withdrew from that state.

Proposal that the Arab Army (Legion) fight on the Italy Front

In his remarks about the Arab Legion (Jordan Arab Army), General Glubb said, 'l flew
to the headquarters of the General Command in Cairo, to propose that the Arab Legion
participate in the fighting in Italy. However, | was informed that most of the British and
American aid to Russia was being carried on Haifa—Baghdad road, and that securing
Haifa oil pipeline was also of vital importance. Therefore, it was crucial to maintain a
sufficient number of forces in the Middle East, and if the Arab Legion had departed for
Europe, the British forces would have taken over. Thus, British forces should be sent to
Europe, while the Arab Legion should remain in the Arab region. The orders were crystal
clear, and | sadly acquiesced on the basis of the fact that the Arab Legion would gain
no further victories in Europe. At the same time, infantry companies of the Arab Legion
were scattered throughout the Middle East to protect the main line of transport to Russia.
Furthermore, they were tasked with guarding innumerable storehouses and warehouses
containing armories, whose value is estimated at millions of pounds. However, this task
was not commensurate with the meager salary paid to those troops.

(*) Bernard Montgomery, born on November 17, 1887 and died on March 24, 1976. Montgomery took command of the Allied Armies in the Battle of EI Alamein in 1942,
and defeated the Axis forces, led by Rommel. Following the Battle of EI Alamein, he moved to lead the Battle Front in Germany and the advance towards Europe.
(**) General Wafell was the commander—in—chief of the Allied forces in the Near East. He requested the reorganization of the Arab Army, by forming additional battalions
to contribute to military operations in Iraq and Syria.
3 0 (***) Battle of EI Alamein. The battle took place in the desert of El Alamein, about 100 km to the west of Alexandria on the sea coast. The battle began on July
1 to 26, 1942, between the British 8th Army and the Axis Powers, and ended with the victory of the British Montgomery Forces.
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The Conclusion of Iraqi Operations and the Start of Syrian Operations

With great success, the Jordanian Arab Army eliminated Rashid Ali Al-Kilani's coup in Iraq,
and our Jordanian forces reached the Euphrates River. Detailed descriptions of the Arab
Army operations were given in five references, as follows: General Glubb’s Journals, is—
sued in London in 1988; The Periodic Monthly Report (June 1941) on the War, archived
in the British Records under C 58/831 Pro.co; Charles de Gaulle's Journals, Volume | of
1954; Freedom and Orders by Anthony Eden in 1947; Winston Churchill's Journals of
World War Il, Volume lII.

In his book, “History of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan”, Dr. Maan Abu Nawar draws on

those references among others, to provide details about Jordanian military operations on
the fronts of Iraq and Syria. Abu Nawar stated that the Arab Army has participated in the
last military operation in Iraq to eliminate the military coup. In this respect, Glubb described
the final stages of the operation as follows:” After crossing the Euphrates River in boats,
the Arab Army crossed the desert by vehicles to the Tigris south of Samarra, followed by
the Royal Guard Knights Brigade, which turned south and attacked Kadhimiya, a northern
suburb of Baghdad. By then, we had cut off Mosul's supply of reinforcements and ammuni—
tion, but German planes continued to operate there in greater numbers and activity'.

During wartime, the enemy shall be given the room to worry and fear; therefore, upon the

cut of Mosul's railway, Rashid Ali al-Kilani's government lost their resolve and nerve; as
Rashid Ali al-Kilani collapsed and fled then to Iran. During the Battle, a flag of truce ap—
peared and approached the frontline of the British forces west of Baghdad, requesting the
cease—fire. | accompanied General Clark and Air Marshal de Al-Bayak to receive the Iraqi
flag at the dawn, on May 31, 1941.

The following day, Regent of Iraq returned to Baghdad, and formed a new government

headed by Jamil al-Madfai(*) . On June 2, 1941, the Arab Army’s mechanized battalion re—
turned to Amman, and took Mahatah Camp as its headquarters for rest, training, recreation
and re—equipment. Prince Abdullah paid a visit to the battalion, and during the parade set
up in his honor, the Prince handed over the battalion flag to the Flag Guard, and awarded
the battalion's flag the Order of the Renaissance, Second Class.

While military operations in Iraq were going towards their full success, there was a critical
development in Syria; where it believed that German paratroopers landed, and that these
forces could penetrate both Iraq and Iran, and pose a threat to Transjordan and Palestine.
In April, General de Gaulle visited Cairo to consult with the Middle East Command, and
stated in his journals that: "ultimately, we had to go to Syria, and France would be in a posi—
tion to contribute significantly to the joint effort; therefore, we must extend France's powers
to Beirut and Damascus as soon as events allow”.

(*)Jamil Al-Madfai, born in 1890, graduated as an officer from Istanbul. He was a member of the Covenant Society, then joined the Great Arab Revolt’s Army. Following his
arrival to Jordan, he became the administrator of Karak District, then the Director of Public Security, and after that, as administrator of Salt District. Then returned to Iraq in
1923, and held several positions, and died in 1958.
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In early May 1941, a meeting of senior British military and civilians was held in Cairo to
discuss the situation in Syria, during which General Wafell reiterated that he could not dis—

pense with any of his forces. In this respect, Churchill was interested in the situation in Syria
for reasons other than French colonialism, and was not as concerned as Wafell about the
lack of troops. Moreover, when Churchill decided to invade Syria, he considered transform—
ing some of Wafell’s military formations, and wrote to the Chief of Staff the following:"The
highest effort must be made to prevent the Germans from putting a foot in Syria with a small
force, and then use it as a springboard for air control over Iraq and Iran. Further, there is
no use for Wafell to be concerned about the turbulence on his left flank”.

Despite all the reasons and justifications that General Wafell offered for postponing the at—
tack on Syria, the Defense Committee agreed with Churchill's perspective, and sent the fol—
lowing telegram to General Wafell:” Surely you are aware of the incalculable risk posed by
a few thousand airborne German troops in Syria. Further, the information we have leads us
to believe that Admiral Darlan(*) facilitated a deal that would help the Germans achieve their
objective. With regard to your belief that there are no resources available, we find no way
but to provide the necessary transportation to General Catroux(**). It is General Catroux’s
call, along with Free France, to decide the best possible action at this time, which we deem
appropriate. The British Royal Air Force will act against the Germans, and any improvement
on this situation, would be welcome”. Following that, The British Middle East Command
began planning for (Exports) operation, and carrying out a campaign against French Vichy
forces in Syria and Lebanon, aiming at preventing the Germans from using the two coun—
tries. With respect to the number of forces for both sides, Vichy's forces consisted of 45,000
soldiers, organized in about 30 battalions, and an armored brigade of about 9(0 tanks, while
the Allied forces consisted of the 21st Australian Brigade, the 25th Australian Brigade, the
5th Indian Brigade, all Habforce units, the Jordanian Arab Army Mechanized Battalion and
two brigades from Free France.

The offensive operation plan consisted of three axes, on a broad front stretching from
northern Palestine to Transjordan, detailed as follows; (1) the 21st Australian Brigade was
given the task to attack along the coastal road, with the aim of occupying Beirut, (2) the
25th Australian Brigade was given the task to attack the Bekaa Valley, Marj Ayoun, and
Rayak, (3) the two brigades from Free France were given the task to attack the Daraa —
al-Kiswah axis to Damascus, (4) the Indian Habforce forces were tasked the third axis, (5)
The Jordanian Arab Army Mechanized Battalion was in charge of attacking northern Syria
from H3 to Palmyra and Sukhnah, as well as launching military incursions on Homs, Hama

(*)Admiral Darlan, a French admiral born in 1881, commanded the French fleet in the Mediterranean during the 1942 efforts at independence.
(**) General Catroux, a French military and politician stationed in the eastern region, is remembered for his proclamation, known as 'Catroux proclamation’, in which Syria
and Lebanon were granted their independence, and King Abdullah | asked that Jordan be granted independence, and that a proclamation similar to Catroux’s be issued.

32



N
(w

The March Continues

and Aleppo, and cutting off any transportation line between Damascus and northern Syria.
Prior to the plan execution, the operation was almost cancelled, due to differences between
the British and the French of Free France over their position on the Syrian and Lebanese
peoples; where the British believed that Arab support was vital for the success of operations
in Iraq, Syria and elsewhere, and that Free France shall attempt to gain the Arab support.
For the upcoming operations to succeed, the British government was determined to win the
support of Arab nationalists in Syria and Lebanon, and sought to win other Arabs’ support
in favor of its cause. In light of their experience in the region, the British tried not to fall into a
new Arab revolution, that would distract them from their main goals in the war effort. In May
1941, Anthony Eden took advantage of Manchon House's speech to strengthen Britain's
position in the Middle East, by supporting Arab unity ambitions, as he stated that:

the Arab have made great strides since the settlement after the war, and many Arab think—
ers would like the Arabs to have a greater degree of unity, in which they lack. Further, in
their pursue to reach that objective, they hope to have our support, and such a request by
our friends, must not remain unanswered. Moreover, | believe that cultural and economic
ties should equally be strengthened, and, for His Majesty's Government's part, whenever a
plan is agreed upon, the Government will support it fully ".

Jordan Army is Exemplary and Ideal, and this is my Testimony
(Testimony of General Glubb)

During the whole war, while the units of the Arab Legion were scattered throughout the
Middle East, not a single serious case of misconduct was reported, and | have not heard
of any other army that was innocent of excessive consumption of alcohol, rape, bribery
and misconduct. During the entire war, there was not a single case of this kind against any
soldier of the Arab Legion.

By these means, the Arab Legion has become a loyal Army, regardless of customs or
sects. In all the speeches | have been addressing to the Army’ troops and units, | have
always referred to our duty to God. This approach has proven to be more successful than
any other ones to raise the military spirit. During my encounters with people who were
comparable to those humble men, such as rural residents and Bedouins, | don't believe
that any religion, let alone any sect, can claim to have a monopoly on God's mercy; such
claims are originally stem from the narrowness of human thinking.

(*)H3 Qil pumping station, located in the Jordanian—Iraqi border, and later called: H4 and H5, which are now bear the name of Al-Ruwaished and Al-Safawi.
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Arab Army in London’s Victory Celebrations and Amman’s Parade
—~——

As a partner and ally in World War Il, Jordan took part in a large military parade in London,
which included symbolic units of the victorious Allied forces. The grand parade roamed the
streets of London, and the Jordanian Flag was at the forefront of the Arab Army Forces,
carried by (Major General) Maan Abu Nawar. Abu Nawar posted two photos from the pa—
rade, the first shows the Jordanian Arab Army group passing in front of the center stage,
and the second shows him holding the Jordanian flag, with the flag guard in a (shoulder
arms) position, while they were holding the English rifle.

Moreover, the Jordanian infantry marched in a professional and disciplined manner dur—
ing the parade, with their heads adorned with the Jordanian red shemagh. In this respect,
General Glubb highlighted the parade in his book titled “My Life in the Arab Mashreq™®),
(p- 241), by saying: “On June 8, 1946, a team from the Arab Legion participated in the
victory march through the streets of London, and soon after they arrived at the salute base
in Malpass, the crowd watching the parade broke out in cheers (well done, Arab Legion;
good job, Arab Legion). Some British veterans, who had undoubtedly served with Legion
members on the dusty stormy plains of the Middle East, made those chants. Further, the
active participation of the Jordanian forces in World War Il strongly motivated Jordan to
demand its full independence, which was granted in early 1946, and officially proclaimed
on May 25, 1946.

(*)There are two translations of the Journals of John Glubb Pasha (1897 - 1983), published by Dar Al-Fajr in Baghdad, translated and commented by Salim Al-Tikriti.
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Jordan Arab Army on the Declaration of the Independence Day

“Independence Day is a Ray of Hope Born of the Grandeur of Your Weapons”
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On January 16, 1946, the United Nations held a meeting, during which Mr. Ermest Beiven(")
, the British Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, made an important statement declaring
that Transjordan had reached a level that calls for ending the Mandate and granting it full
independence, and following is the text of Beiven’s statement:"The British Government's
recognition of the development of Transjordan, made it eligible for full independence and
the lifting of its mandate, and His Majesty's Government will take quick steps to declare it
an independent and sovereign State” (Musa, 1959, p. 404).

The Jordanian King Abdullah I, upon the invitation of the British Prime Minister, left Jordan
on February 22, 1946 for Britain to prepare the formal declaration of Jordan's indepen—
dence. Furthermore, the talks focused on organizing the relations between the two coun—
tries, ending by signing a treaty of friendship and alliance on March 22, 1946(*) .

(*) Ernest Beiven, a British trade unionist, served as the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs on the day Jordan was granted independence on January 17, 1946.
(**) Anglo—Jordan Treaty of Friendship and Alliance of March 22, 1946, is an agreement between two States, which grants Jordan full powers in its local administration and
defense affairs. The treaty was signed by Prime Minister, Ibrahim Hashem, on behalf of Jordan, and for the British side, the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, Emest

Beiven.
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The draft treaty was submitted to the Jordanian Government, and was ratified on 30
March 1946; followed by an extraordinary session of the Fifth Legislative Council on May
22, 1946, during which the Basic Law of Transjordan was amended, and the words "His
Highness the Emir)" were changed to "His Majesty the King', the word Prince to (the King),
the word Transjordan to 